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Rivier will host peace conference
By TINA FORBES
Staff Writer
NASHUA  Rivier Uni
versity plans to host a peace conference Saturday to dis
cuss the tolls of
war, and a future of peace between Is
rael and Palestine.
"This conference creates a space for different nar
ratives and dialogue on the Israeli
Palestinian conflict," Professor Brother Paul R. Demers, said in a press statement.
The conference, called "Israel/Palestine: Shadows of the PastVisions of the Future," runs
from 8:45 a.m.4 p.m., with registra
tion starting at 8:15 a.m. at the Dion center on campus.
The conference is free and open to the public, with lunch available for $7.
"Participants will exam
ine the past and gain an understanding of the pres
ent in hopes of
creating a more positive future," Demers said.
The conference features internationally renowned speakers, activists and artists who will lead
dis
cussions and workshops throughout the day. The conference also includes a photo
exhibition and a film screening geared toward giving a range of perspec
tives on the Middle
East and conditions in Israel and Palestine.
The event includes a documentary film screen
ing by keynote speak
er, Dr. Alice Rothchild,
called "Voices Across the Divide," followed by a questionandanswer ses
sion.
Rothchild's presentation describes her March del
egation to Gaza with the Washington arm of
Physi
cian's for Social Responsi
bility, a U.S. affiliate of the International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War.
Her presentation, "Gaza Eyewitness Report: From Disaster to Resilience," goes into the
impacts of war, and trauma and resil
ience experienced by civil
ians and health and human
rights workers.
Other presenters will dis
cuss current issues and the future of the region. Pre
senters include
Palestin
ian rights advocate Nancy Murray, photographer Skip Schiel, Jewish Voice for Peace
Organizer Liza Beh
rendt, the Rev. John But
trick and photojournalist Robert Azzi.
Presentations will cover a range of topics.
The conference is spon
sored by the Rivier "Recon
ciliation and Peace" classes, the Palestine
Education Network and New Hamp
shire Peace Action.
The Rivier Reconciliation and Peace classes cover the human and economic costs of violence
and nonviolent alternatives and conflict resolution, as well as the role of the individual, fam
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ily, school, and organized religion can play in devel
oping peace.
Tina Forbes can be reached at 5946402, tforbes@nashua telegraph. com or
@Telegraph_ TinaF.
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